January 2022

NEWSLETTER
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Our HOA has had another busy year. During my first year as President, and supported by a strong
Board, we’ve been able to work on a wide array of issues. Our HOA from my perspective is that it
serves to improve our collective quality of life.
The most important message I’d like to convey is that it truly does take a village to address so many
concerns, and we welcome everyone’s help in the form of committee participation and volunteerism.
- Chuck

“Holiday Events”
HOLIDAY PARTY
TOY DRIVE

The Dominion Club Holiday Party was held on

This year our Home Owners Association

December 3, in the New Albany Links Event

partnered with the Plain Township Fire

Center. Our emcee for the evening, John

Department for their Firefighters for Kids toy

Rhoads welcomed over 90 guests. After

drive. These toys helped make the holiday

cocktail hour, a delicious dinner was served;

season a much happier one for many children.

followed by the entertainment, “The Singing

The toy drive started very slowly, but we

Buckeyes” who treated the guests with a lively

wound up donating a significant number of

repertoire of holiday music. A big thank you

toys. Thank you, neighbors, for your response!

goes to Leisa Hartman, Janet Roth, Susie

A special Shout to Tom & Janet Roth for

Young, and Carole Bertolini for all their

organizing and delivering the toys.

creativeness and attention to detail to make the
evening beautiful and a great accomplishment.
All members of the social committee were
recognized for the success of all the social
events in 2020.

completely free and the orders will usually ship
WELCOME TO THE COMMUNITY!

in 7-12 days.

Cindy Paulsen at 6912 Keesee Circle
Bill and Karlene Thompson at 6918 New
Albany Road East

Order your tests now so you have them when
you need them. Go to www.covidtest.gov to
place your order.

BOOK CLUB
The Book Club meets on the third Tuesday of
the month. Next meeting February 15th.

CLUBHOUSE & POOL

January’s book – All that is Secret by Patricia
Raybon.

this year due to wood rot around the doorways.

COMMUNICATION

require some repairs before opening but it will

Please make sure we have your current email

be open and operating as usual.

address; as this is how we get messages out to
the community. For any updates please email
John Bradshaw johnbradshaw1@hotmail.com
and Rhonda Schwartz
DCHA.COMMS@gmail.com.

Some repairs are needed on the clubhouse
As far as the pool is concerned, the pool will

FOOD TRUCKS
With the success of the food trucks and
requests from the truck operators to come
back; we will be hosting food trucks again on
Wednesday evenings. As of this newsletter, we

PUBLIC SAFETY
The HOA maintains a healthy relationship with
the New Albany Police that covers our
community. During a meeting with NAPD, we
were assured that we have one of the safest
neighborhoods in New Albany. Our best advice
is to keep your cars locked at night and make
sure your homes are well-lit. If you see
anything suspicious at all, please notify the
police on their non-emergency line, 614-8551234.

currently have 6 dates committed.
VAUGHN GROUP UPDATES
Payment Coupons:
Coupon books have been sent out, if you did
not receive a coupon book and would like one
please reach out to Evan Pandell at
epandell@vglltd.com. If you received a
coupon book, and are enrolled for Auto-Pay,
you do not need to use the coupons
books. Auto-Pay is still active. If you would
like to review your ledger to make sure a

GET FREE AT-HOME COVID-19 TESTS

payment has been posted, you can check this

Every home in the U.S. is eligible to order 4

via the “transaction” tab on the resident

free at-home COVID-19 tests. The tests are

portal.
Website Update:

Resident Portals are active, a letter will be sent

Jeff.Dipirro@Brightview.com instead, and he

out with sign-up information. In the resident

will respond ASAP.

portals, you can review your ledger, make
payments, reserve the clubhouse, access

Additionally, BrightView can also do any out-of-

association documents, and submit

scope work, except for lighting. Please send an

architectural requests at www.vglltd.com. If

email to Jeff Dipirro detailing what work you

you have any questions regarding the portal,

would like performed so that he can provide an

please email Evan Pandell

accurate quote.

at epandell@vglltd.com.
LANDSCAPING
We have secured BrightView as our new
landscaping and snow removal company.
Regarding Snow Removal, there has been a
slight change from last year. The stipulation of
the 2” trigger has been removed and a service
response time of 24 hours at the end of any
event has been added. This change was
necessary due to having to find a snow
removal company at the end of November
when schedules were already filled and
influenced by staffing shortages statewide.
Also, just a friendly reminder not to stop the
workers while they are here servicing the
neighborhood as it takes up their time and they
are not in a position to make any decisions on
their own. If you have any questions please
email Jeff Dipirro at

LAWN TREATMENT SCHEDULE
Visit 1: March-May
• Organic Based Granular Fertilizing
Application
• Pre Emergent Crabgrass Control
• Dandelion Defendor
Visit 2: April-June (2 Applications)
• Granular Fertilizing Application
• Grub Prevention
• Pre Emergent Crabgrass Control
• Liquid Weed Control
Visit 3: June-July
• Organic Based Granular Fertilizing
Application
• Liquid Weed Control
Visit 4: July-September
• Organic Based Granular Fertilizing
Application
• Liquid Weed Control
Visit 5: August-October (2 Applications)
• Organic Based Granular Fertilizing
Application
• Liquid Weed Control
Visit 6: October-November
• Organic Based Granular Fertilizing
Application
• Liquid Weed Control

Kretschmaier’s front yard; picture taken by Christy Radigan.

Ground Hog Day
To the unfamiliar, Groundhog Day is perhaps one

they brought this tradition with them, switching the

of America’s weirdest traditions. Every Feb. 2,

hedgehog for the groundhog, which could be more

people wait for a large, furry rodent to see his

easily found in their new home, according to the

shadow, and then we predict the weather based on

Punxsutawney site.

the animal’s actions.
In 1886, the Punxsutawney Spirit newspaper
But the winter holiday has a long history rooted in

printed the first news of a Groundhog Day

everything from early Christian traditions in Europe

observance. The next year, everything fell into

th

to 19 -century American newspapers. Here is

place. The Punxsutawney Groundhog Club

everything you need to know about how Groundhog

celebrated for the first time at Gobbler’s Knob,

Day got its start.

according to History.com, and the newspaper’s
editor declared that Phil, the Punxsutawney

The idea of Groundhog Day comes from an ancient
Christian celebration known as Candlemas Day,

groundhog, was America’s official weatherforecasting groundhog.

which marked the midpoint between the winter
solstice and the spring equinox, according to

Since then, the tradition has grown in popularity

the National Centers for Environmental Information.

with many other cities across the country hold their

On Candlemas Day, clergy would bless candles

own Groundhog Day celebrations. But none are as

needed for winter and distribute them to the people,

elaborate as the one that takes place at Gobbler’s

the Punxsutawney Groundhog Club’s website says.

Knob in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania every Feb. 2.

Superstition held that if the day was sunny and

This year will by Punxsutawney Phil’s (or rather his

clear, people could expect a long, rough winter, but

descendant’s) 136th prediction.

if the sky was cloudy, warm weather would arrive
soon.

Tens of thousands of visitors show up for the event
each year, according to the official website, and in

The Germans then expanded on this tradition,

case you can’t make it in person like Bill Murray in

introducing the hedgehog to the mix. They

the 1993 hit movie Groundhog Day, there is a live

believed, according to the Groundhog Day website,

stream of the prediction for all to watch.

that if the sun appeared and the hedgehog saw his
shadow, there would be six more weeks of bad
weather or a “Second Winter.”
Many of Pennsylvania’s early settlers were
German, and

