Das Vinter-Haus
Your “Winter House”
Getting your home ready for winter is not to be
confused with “winterizing” your home.
If you go away and leave your home during the
winter months, you need to winterize, which is a
different, more involved process than what is
discussed below.
This article drops a few “to do” items as reminders
of things you can do to avoid problems during the
upcoming holiday season and the rest of winter, thus
making your home your “Winter House”.
We hope this helps, and Enjoy Your Holiday Season!
Drain garden hoses
Garden hoses should be disconnected from the spigots
and rolled out along the driveway, with both ends open.
You can start at one end, put the hose over your shoulder,
and slowly walk along, sliding the hose lengthwise over your
shoulder, observing the water drain out the other open end.
Once the hose is drained, it may be rolled-up and put away
for the winter.
It is highly recommended that all hoses, hose reels, hose
boxes, planter boxes, and/or any ornamentation along
driveways be stowed during the winter months. It will
not only clear the area for “snow staking” by our snow
removal contractor, but it will prevent these items from
getting buried in snowdrifts and accidentally hit by the
snow removal crews if the items are close to the edge
of the driveway and hidden in a snow drift.
Drain surface pipes and/or in-ground sprinklers
Any plumbing used to augment outdoor watering capabilities,
e.g., additional above-ground plumbing for a spigot, water
lines to decorative fountains and certainly in-ground sprinkling
systems, should be drained before a freeze bursts the pipes.

Furnace
If you don’t have your furnace professionally checked
prior to winter, you may wish to at least be sure your
filter is clean. Changing the filter also provides the
opportunity to sweep grime and dust from some of
the duct-work inside the furnace, using a longer sweeper
wand and soft brush. CAUTION: Watch for sharp or
jagged metal edges inside the furnace or ductwork.

Furnace ducts and dampers
Most heat distribution ducts, which either go
immediately up to a main floor heat vent or up through
a wall to a second story duct system, have dampers
in the pipes for each run, visible in the basement. (See picture)
The dampers help control the amount of airflow through
that duct and give you another control option besides just the
floor vent in the room(s). By loosening the wing nut, and
using the little handle, the blade that’s internal to the pipe
can be adjusted for the desired airflow in the room(s)
being served by that pipe. The handle is parallel to the
damper blade inside the pipe. So, when it’s perfectly
parallel to the pipe (as shown), the pipe is wide open.
If it is perpendicular to the pipe, the airflow is closed-off.
HINT: Adjusting and tightening the wing nut may also stop noisy
little rattling sounds you may hear when the blower is running, whether
during the heating or A/C season.

Gas fireplace
Usually, our gas fireplaces can be torn-down for cleaning in
less than a minute. You may wish to do the following prior to
re-lighting the pilot light, if you turned it off during the warmer
months of spring and summer.
Torn-down, ready for work

Getting it torn-down also gives us the opportunity to:
1. use a sweeper to clean out dust, cobwebs and the occasional
wasp that may have made it through the vent during the fall.
2. clean the special fireplace glass.
3. remove the artificial logs to vacuum the gas pipe holes. You
may also want to replace some of the “fireplace wool” which
gives that amber, glowing ash appearance when the fire is on.
Be sure the gas is off before you start any work on the fireplace unit.

Gently vacuum the dust and cobwebs from all around the control area.

The fireplace wool may need to be replaced after cleaning. It deteriorates
with use.

The lava rock doesn’t deteriorate, but you may want to reposition it for
better appearance. Be careful not to vacuum the lava rock away during
fireplace cleaning.

Hot water pipes
Another project, which is fairly inexpensive, but a little labor
intensive, helps save a lot of energy over time. It involves a lot
of “careful overhead work” putting foam insulation on the CPVC
hot water pipes exposed in the basement. While caution is recommended
not to “force” any of the plastic plumbing, the difference can be noticed
immediately, as the water in oft used hot water pipes stays warmer
for a longer period during the day it is being used.

Notice, the hot water pipes are insulated,
the cold water pipes (tan colored) are ignored.
The larger white pipes are drain pipes.

Sump pump
The Dominion Club website (www.dominionclub.org) provides
an excellent video, entitled “Sump Pump Outlet Blockage”, which
shows how to open the emergency outlet of your sump pump, in
the event the street drain hole or the below-ground home-to-street
pipe freezes shut.
One additional, easy step to redirect the sump water would be the
use of a sump pump discharge hose attachment, to direct the water
away from your foundation and/or that of the neighboring house.
If it is needed for a protracted time, the hose should be examined daily,
to be sure it is clear of ice and that it too isn’t blocked.
(See the picture below)

Gutters
Gutters, and possibly downspouts that are clogged with
leaves will hold water. These can freeze when the
temperature drops. Full gutters are heavy enough to pull the
gutters off the house. Additional damage may occur as the
frozen gutters and spouts cause a “water dam” during
periods of thawing, which will cause water to back up into
your attic and start to come through your ceiling.
Gutters that are full of leaves should be cleaned out, especially
now that most of the leaves have fallen. After cleaning, be sure
water goes all the way out through the spouting as well.
Vermin holes or dens
Small holes and/or tracks around the foundation of the house
or porch is indicative of the presence of small vermin. They may
be mice, voles, moles and larger holes may indicate a chipmunk
den. Of course, the last thing we want is for the critters to get
into our house.
You have options of using a professional varmint eradication
service, or use small traps or poisons around those dens.

The following list of products referenced in this article, is for
your information ONLY and NOT a product endorsement by the
author nor the Dominion Club board.
Fireplace glass cleaning cream, recommended by the
Superior brand gas fireplace manufacturer.
White Off, gas fireplace glass cleaner.
Made by Rutland Fire Clay Co.
Fireplace Wool for gas fireplaces - I don’t know brand
Both of the above were purchased at Aspen Fireplace & Patio,
5156 Sinclair Road, 847-9339.
Sump pump hose kit - used for emergency, exterior hook-up.
The kit includes a 24 foot hose (segmented for cutting shorter),
an adapter and a hose clamp. all shown in the photo.
FLOTEC, FP150-24, 1 1/2 inch sump pump discharge hose
kit. (I purchased mine at Home Depot)
Foam - self-sealing water pipe insulation - both diameters.
(I purchased mine at Home Depot)

